
LOCAL talent

WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 

I currently live in Lewes. I adore the quirkiness of 
this historic town. It’s wonderful to stroll down the 
high street and be able to see the Downs all around, 
and I’m only 15 minutes from the coast. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR HOUSE I bought my current 
house, a late Victorian end-of-terrace, 10 years 
ago. I live there with my two daughters. It has three 
bedrooms and a bathroom and is open-plan, with 
a clean, white scheme. I want my art to stand out 
and I love having flowers around, so it is just a very 
simple setting for everything to sing out from.

WHAT HAVE YOU CHANGED ABOUT YOUR 
PROPERTY SINCE LIVING THERE? 

The property had been empty for some time when 
we bought it. We had a blank canvas to work with 
and could make it our own. 

We stripped it back to its bare bones, moved walls 
around, added rooms and did a loft extension. We 
added panelling on the walls and ceilings as well as 
a few select pieces of vintage furniture. I found this 
sideboard in a local salvage yard called Back To The 
Grain. The armchair is upholstered in fabric from 
my collaboration with Romo Black Editon; it’s called 
Pleasure Garden.

YOUR WORK REFLECTS BOTH URBAN AND 
RURAL THEMES. WHICH DO YOU PREFER, CITY OR 
COUNTRY? 

I find inspiration everywhere, but I am most drawn 
to the country. I love the feeling of being connected 
to the seasons by noticing how the light and the 
landscape change. 

Even on the greyest day, the South Downs are 
beautiful, because they appear luminous in the 
chalky light.

ARE THERE ANY OTHER AREAS OF SUSSEX YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO LIVE IN? 

I am currently in the process of buying a new 
property with my new husband. It is a Tudor listed 
cottage in the Sussex countryside. I am really 
looking forward to getting stuck into a new project! 

DO YOU HAVE A GARDEN? 

I have a very small garden at the moment, but my 
new home comes with 12 acres. I love gardening 
and can’t wait to create an amazing garden. 

I crave meadows, a lake, woodland – in fact, my big 
dream is to create a nature reserve where birds, 
butterflies, bees and all manner of flora and fauna 
can thrive.

Jessica Zoob is an internationally renowned British 
contemporary artist

UP MY STREET...
...THIS MONTH WE SPEAK TO JESSICA ZOOB ABOUT 
WHERE SHE LIVES AND WHY SHE LOVES IT

Jessica will be opening her  studio for the first time ever during Artists’ Open 
Houses Festival. The studio will be open on May 7th & 8th.
Banff Farm, Upper Clayhill, East Sussex BN8 5RR.
www.jessicazoob.com

FROM NEW BUILD HOMES … 

...TO LARGE SCALE REFURBISHMENTS 

WWW.GOLDSTONEHOMES.CO.UK  I  01273 455934 

NEW BUILD HOUSING  I  REFURBISHMENTS  I  BESPOKE  I  SOCIAL HOUSING 

SPEAK TO OUR TEAM ABOUT YOUR PROJECT TODAY! 
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