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Chapter 1

A LITTLE HISTORY

(or, why you don’t have to be

a Rockefeller to buy art)

For centuries people have been collecting and buying art, whether to be surrounded at 
home by beautiful works or for investment reasons or both. The Medici family were 
huge patrons of the arts during the Renaissance, commissioning new works by emerging 
artists of the day and acquiring works that they loved by major names in the history of 
art such as Michelangelo and Leonardo Da Vinci. This shrewd banking family also had 
their eyes on the potential financial rewards to be gained from supporting new artists.

Johann Zoffany’s The Tribuna of the Uffizi (1772–1778) which shows a room of the Uffizi Museum in Florence,
dominated by the Medici family’s art collection
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Even though the Vogels did it, buying art from commercial galleries can be an 
intimidating experience. Works rarely have labels on them so you don’t know what the 
prices are and little information is given to help you understand the work or learn about 
the artist. The Internet has made art much more widely accessible to people all over the 
world and made buying it much more transparent. Acquiring art is becoming easier for 
anyone who is interested, would like something to hang on their walls or would like to 
begin assembling a range of works that they might one day build into a collection. Who 
knows – you might even catch the art bug that inspired the Vogels and led them to name 
their cats Manet and Renoir.

The Medicis had a lot of money to spend on art but there are other well-known collectors 
whose pockets weren’t nearly so deep. Take, for example, the American couple Herbert 
and Dorothy Vogel who lived in a one-bedroom apartment in New York and in the 
1960s began buying art.

Herbert was a postal clerk and Dorothy worked as a librarian. They both loved art, paid 
little attention to the opinions of critics or gallerists, and had just two rules: first, they 
had to fall in love with the work, and second, it had to be small enough for them to carry 
home by themselves. The Vogels ended up with an astonishing collection of over 4,000 
works by big name artists such as Roy Lichtenstein, Donald Judd and Chuck Close.
In 1992 they gave their collection to the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. 

Herbert and Dorothy Vogel in their Manhattan apartment

OUR MISSION

At Saatchi Art, our mission is to 
bring together artists and people 

who love art, offering expert 
advice about buying art and all 

the information you need to 
make an informed decision.
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Bradley Wood
Read the Interview

View the Portfolio

Saatchi Art delivers works 
directly from artists’ 

studios to art buyers all 
over the world.

BEHIND THE SCENES

Visit our blog Canvas to learn more about what inspires 
artists such as Bradley Wood (US), Alexander Jowett (US), 

Christopher Stacey (UK) and Loui Jover (Australia).

Alexander Jowett
Read the Interview

View the Portfolio

Christopher Stacey
Read the Interview

View the Portfolio

Loui Jover
Read the Interview

View the Portfolio
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Bandit at LACMA, LA
John Tierney

Chapter 2

DOING YOUR HOMEWORK

There are two first steps to buying art – one is that 
you see a work, fall in love with it and buy it there 
and then; the second is that you spend time going 
to exhibitions, degree shows at art colleges, and do 

plenty of background research.
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Doing a little research can help you make informed decisions about what you are buying 
and give you confidence when trying to understand what it is about a work that you like. 
Reading art magazines and the visual arts sections of newspapers is a good way to get a 
feel for what is going on in the art world, even if the way some critics write about art is 
incomprehensible and unnecessarily convoluted (remember: the Vogels didn’t care two 
hoots what critics said).

Go to lots of exhibitions so that you expand the range of visual material you are exposed 
to. Even if you don’t read up on every work you see, these experiences will stay with you 
and help to inform what you buy yourself.

Explore what’s going on in new 
emerging markets such as
South Korea, China and

Eastern Europe.

Saatchi Art has some specific 
collections of emerging art from 
these areas to help you find out 
more about these very exciting 

growing art hubs.

South Korea China

Eastern Europe
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Chrysophyllum Januariense, $1,800
Thomas Hammer

NB2 - Limited Edition #6 of 25, $1,600
Dean West

If you want to get your eye in on new trends you could try going to degree shows at art 
colleges where young artists exhibit the fruits of their BA and MA studies.  This will 
alert you to new trends among emerging artists and is a great way to get your finger on 
the pulse of what is up-and-coming.

This can be a time-consuming process so to make it easier for you, we run a series called 
One to Watch in which we focus on the best emerging artists from around the world. 
Each week an emerging artist of particular note is featured.

A Tribe of Hairy Women, $2,300
Jonas Fisch

Pop, $1,000
Alex Jackson

Le Petit Echo de la Mode No.30, $2,230
Hormazd Narielwalla

Place your bets on the latest rising 
stars such as Thomas Hammer, 

Dean West, Jonas Fisch,
Alex Jackson and

Hormazd Narielwalla.

Explore more of our One to Watch artists: 
canvas.saatchiart.com/category/art/one-to-watch
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Chapter 3

FALLING IN LOVE

A recent survey carried out by University College 
London concluded that looking at beautiful works of 
art has the same impact on the brain as falling in love 
with a person (or dog). The brain of each participant 
in the survey was scanned as they looked at paintings 

by Botticelli and Monet, and the blood flow to the 
part of the brain associated with pleasure and desire 

increased by as much as 10 percent. 

We all know that looking at art makes us feel better 
but, thanks to this scientific survey, we now know 

what is actually going on in our brains.

I Was Falling High, $1,900
Martin Stranka

Red River’s Journey, $950
Trini Schultz

Fins, $2,452
Charlotte Evans

Fear of the Dark, $1,500
Federico Bebber
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Here are some questions that you might want to think about as you look at possible 
works to buy:

How does the work make me feel?

What is it that I like about it? The colours, the shapes and forms, the subject matter? 

Or is the fact that I can’t put my finger on what it is about it that I like, exactly why I 
like it?

Does it make me see the world a little differently?

Do I have a particular place in mind for it? Above a sofa, in a bedroom, in an office?

Transitional Volumes
Daniel Mullen

Neon Morning, $3,000
Sandy Dooley

When you make any purchase you need to fall in love with the piece of art you are 
buying. If the work inspires in you a strong feeling and you can imagine enjoying it in 
your home, then proceed with your purchase with confidence.

The Sea, The Beach, The Waterfront Property, The Pavement, The Heat, 
The Walls of this City, $1,700

Winston Chmielinski

Young Hearts, $700
Loui Jover
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Chapter 4

HOW DEEP ARE MY POCKETS?

The stories about the art world that get covered by the 
media tend to be about works selling for millions, but 
focusing on work by emerging artists means that you 
can acquire stunning works at reasonable prices and 

find works within your budget. 

Buying online can also be a very economical and 
efficient way of purchasing art as you don’t have to 

pay the usual gallery commission of 50% and you can 
browse through a lot of works easily without having 
to traipse around multiple galleries that have small 

inventories before finding something you like.

An auction of works by Francis Bacon taking place at Christie’s, New York

When deciding that you would like to buy a work of art, it’s a good idea to establish 
your budget and stick to it. Then within your price range, look and see what works 
are available – for example, for the same price you might be able to buy a painting or a 
limited edition photograph or a piece of sculpture.

Our artists set their own prices based on previous sales, their level of experience, awards 
won, education, and the time spent on making each piece of work. All the prices are 
vetted by Saatchi Art’s team of curators and if anything seems awry we contact the artist 
and make necessary adjustments.

When determining your budget, also bear in mind the cost of shipping the work to 
you – a cost which is always covered by the buyer – and if the work comes framed or 
not. If you are buying a photograph (sometimes this applies to paintings as well but it 
is essential to consider when buying photography) find out whether the work comes 
mounted and/or framed or if that will be an extra cost.
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Here are additional collections of works in popular affordable price ranges:

$2,000 and under:

Enclosure, $945
Jessica Slater

Ballade des Voisins, $1,500
Golnaz Afraz

The Man that Creates Skies, $1,250
Michael Vincent Manalo

Forest Girl, $750
Igor Vitomirov

Feeling Blue, $750
Sandy Dooley

Frenzy
Claire Desjardins

The Silent Lake, $800
Ilda Kapllani

Untitled, $1,090
Ben Gooding

$500 and under:

Sorry There’s No Room for You on the Bed.
I Got a Few New Pets. $500

Kelly Puissegur

Second Spring, $450
Hyunju Kim

From the Sea, $450
Bojan Jevtić

Leftovers, $450
Kevin Chadwick

Senza, $400
Denholm Berry

Room for Sunset, $500
Tomasz Modzelewski

Lifesaver Photography, $175
Kelly Nicolaisen

Untitled, $350
Jim Harris

15016, $500
Tomasz Cichowski

Tangent Superbia/Fortitudo, $700
Ivan Kopecky
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Chapter 5

CURATING YOUR OWN COLLECTION

The best advice when it
comes to acquiring art is:
always buy what you love.
And this applies whether you decide to buy one 
piece of art for a specific place in your home or a 

selection of works.

We have curated a variety of collections with works by our artists for you to see 
how different mediums work together and to help you to begin to curate your own 
collections. Here are some selections of works grouped by color or by theme.

Inspired by Yves Klein Blue Mid-Century Living

Back to Black: Monochrome Works Inspired by Gustav Klimt
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http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Drawing-Photography/Inspired-by-Klimt/722504/108567/view
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Painting Collection Photography Collection

Another path to follow is to focus on one 

category of art, like Elton John who has built

up an important collection of photography;

Peggy Guggenheim who collected abstract

and Surrealist painting and sculpture, the 

contemporary art of her day; and Cornelius 

Vanderbilt who amassed a collection of 670 

drawings, which he gave to the Metropolitan 

Museum in New York.

Here are some curated collections dedicated to specific media – collage, photography, 
drawing, sculpture and painting.

Sculpture Collection Drawing Collection

To purchase featured artwork, please visit saatchiart.com or call 1.877.485.1199 25

http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting/Original-Paintings/685448/111496/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting/Original-Paintings/685448/111496/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/New-Photography/685448/111498/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/New-Photography/685448/111498/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/New-Photography/685448/111498/view
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http://www.saatchiart.com/
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Sculpture/New-Sculpture/722504/111501/view
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Or particular themes – the movies, portraits, fashion, nudes and figures:

Or you could be like the Vogels and decide that it’s all down to size. We think they 
would have liked these works from our Small Is Beautiful collection (and appreciated 
the low shipping costs).

2 of 3, $875
Jess Black

Or specific styles, such as pop art, surrealism, abstract expressionism or street art:

Pop Art Surreal Photography

Abstract Expressionism Street Art

Feeling Blue, $750
Sandy Dooley

Fleeting, $900
Tomas Harker

Night Court
Laurence Jones

LA Noir Inspired by Wes Anderson

Contemporary Portraits Barely There: New Nudes

Inspired by Mad Men Figurative Works

Small Is Beautiful

To purchase featured artwork, please visit saatchiart.com or call 1.877.485.1199
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http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Painting-Night-Court-study/727164/2567713/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/727164
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Drawing/L-A-Noir/685448/108330/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography-Painting-Collage/Inspired-by-Wes-Anderson/722504/109932/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Drawing/New-Portraits-2000-and-Under/722504/108647/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Drawing-Photography/Barely-There-New-Nudes/685448/105045/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Collage-Photography/Inspired-by-Mad-Men/685448/102987/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Collage/Figurative-Originals-for-2000-and-Under/685448/102321/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography-Painting-Collage/Inspired-by-Wes-Anderson/722504/109932/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography-Painting-Collage/Inspired-by-Wes-Anderson/722504/109932/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Drawing/L-A-Noir/685448/108330/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Drawing-Photography/Barely-There-New-Nudes/685448/105045/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Drawing/New-Portraits-2000-and-Under/722504/108647/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Collage/Figurative-Originals-for-2000-and-Under/685448/102321/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Collage-Photography/Inspired-by-Mad-Men/685448/102987/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/Surreal-Photography-New-Limited-Editions/722504/107074/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Collage-Photography/Pop-Art-for-2000-or-Less/722504/108368/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Collage-Photography/Street-Art/685448/110273/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Collage/Abstract-Expressionism/722504/104927/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Painting-Photography-Collage/Small-Is-Beautiful/722504/111502/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/
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 Lumines, $8,400
Ysabel LeMay

Chapter 6

IN FOCUS: BUYING PHOTOGRAPHY

The American writer Susan Sontag wrote in her 
groundbreaking essay “On Photography” that

“To collect photographs is to collect the world.”
This is not the only reason that photography as a 

medium requires its own chapter.

Photography is a great medium for first-time buyers 
to focus on. Quite often prices are lower than for 
painting or sculpture, and often it’s a particularly 

arresting medium that is easy to fall in love with and 
to live with.

When thinking about buying photography, as 
opposed to painting or drawing, there are additional 
elements that need to be considered and understood.

To purchase featured artwork, please visit saatchiart.com or call 1.877.485.1199 29

http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-LUMINES-edition-Artist-Proof-1-3/314687/2003996/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-LUMINES-edition-Artist-Proof-1-3/314687/2003996/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/314687
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Angel 5, AP; $2,700
Zena Holloway

BB8, $1,900
Dean West

1.  Do you love the photograph?

As with any art purchase, your first criteria should be that you love the work 
and it will make you happy to see it on your wall. 

2.  What kind of photograph is it? What is the medium?

Find out if the photograph you are interested in is a C-print or digital or a 
nearly extinct Polaroid. Learning about these different processes will expand 
your knowledge about the medium of photography.

3.  Is it a limited edition?

This means that the photographer will only make a certain number of prints, 
unlike an open edition where the work can be printed endlessly. As a result, 
limited editions have greater value and are more expensive. 31

http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-BB8-Limited-Edition-2-of-25/96892/2050889/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Angel-5-edition-of-10-2-artist-proofs-8-sold/416892/1563603/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/416892
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-BB8-Limited-Edition-2-of-25/96892/2050889/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/96892


A photograph which is large scale in terms of its dimensions will usually exist in a 
small edition and be more expensive. Take as an example Alfonso Batalla’s The Joy of 

Bankruptcy which is in an edition of 6 prints, each 39 x 39 inches. There is only one print 
left in the edition of 6 and it is priced at $6000.

The Joy of Bankruptcy, $6,000
Alfonso Batalla

4. Is it unique?

Some artists make unique, one-
off photographs. This is especially 
the case if the artist has started 
with a photograph then added to it 
with perhaps collaged elements, or 
drawing on top of the photograph 
or, in the case of this unique piece 
Claire Draped by Michael Pannier, 
gold leaf and wax.

5. What’s an AP?

If you see this after a photograph, as 
in Zena Holloway’s Angel 5, it means 
that the photographer will be able to 
reserve a certain number of artist’s 
proofs of the work in addition to 
the number of prints available. The 
number of APs is usually 1 or 2.

Revealing The Truth, $370
Tadao Cern

A work which has more prints available in 
the edition will usually be cheaper, such as 
Tadao Cern’s Revealing The Truth – Vincent 

Van Gogh, which is in an edition of 100 
prints (72 have sold), each priced at $370.

Claire Draped, $550
Michael Pannier
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http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-the-joy-of-bankruptcy-Limited-Edition-6-of-6-5-sold-just-one-left/316969/171248/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-the-joy-of-bankruptcy-Limited-Edition-6-of-6-5-sold-just-one-left/316969/171248/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-the-joy-of-bankruptcy-Limited-Edition-6-of-6-5-sold-just-one-left/316969/171248/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-the-joy-of-bankruptcy-Limited-Edition-6-of-6-5-sold-just-one-left/316969/171248/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/316969
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Claire-Draped/387399/1755760/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Angel-5-edition-of-10-2-artist-proofs-9-sold/416892/1563603/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Revealing-The-Truth-Vincent-Van-Gogh-Edition-of-100-prints-72-sold/161614/1509434/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Claire-Draped/387399/1755760/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Revealing-The-Truth-Vincent-Van-Gogh-Edition-of-100-prints-72-sold/161614/1509434/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/161614
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Revealing-The-Truth-Vincent-Van-Gogh-Edition-of-100-prints-72-sold/161614/1509434/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Revealing-The-Truth-Vincent-Van-Gogh-Edition-of-100-prints-72-sold/161614/1509434/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Claire-Draped/387399/1755760/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/387399
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To help you navigate your way around the world of photography we have curated two 
collections by Saatchi Art artists:

Portrait XV, $600
Richard Brocken

Takako, $700
Tomas Januška

Want to Fly, $900
Ivana Vostrakova

Flowers 26, $350
Veneta Karamfilova

Color PhotographyBlack & White Photography

Pull, $1,600
Mallory Morrison

Treasure Coast, $350
Liesl Marelli

Shell Storie in Californie, $450
Helene Vallas

Kaleidoscope, $650
Capucine Bourcart

35

http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/B-W-Photography/685448/110852/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/B-W-Photography/685448/110852/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-portrait-XV/155519/2554168/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/155519
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http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/412338
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/Color-Photography/722504/110847/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/B-W-Photography/685448/110852/view
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http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Pull-Edition-1-of-10/707301/2433052/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/Color-Photography/722504/110847/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/Color-Photography/722504/110847/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/Color-Photography/722504/110847/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Treasure-Coast/659884/2487980/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/659884
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-Shell-storie-in-Californie/788470/2552790/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/788470
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Photography-KALEIDCOSCOPE-8-Edition-of-8/407460/2496270/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/407460
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/Color-Photography/722504/110847/view
http://www.saatchiart.com/art-collection/Photography/Color-Photography/722504/110847/view
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White Canoe
Peter Doig

Chapter 7

ART AS AN INVESTMENT

Peter Doig made his famous painting, White Canoe 
(1990-1), while he was a student at the Chelsea 

College of Art & Design in London. The work was 
acquired by the Saatchi Gallery and sold many years 

later in 2007 at Sotheby’s for £5.7 million. There are no guarantees when it comes to purchasing art and 
you should always feel happy with what you’re buying as it may 
be on your walls for a long time.

But if the investment side of buying art is an area that you want 
to consider then buying works by emerging artists is probably 
the best place to start. David Stevenson in the Financial Times 

says buying emerging art is “the equivalent of investing in 
frontier market equities. Rather than buying the global names 
that appear in the big auctions or the best galleries, you invest 
in the artistic equivalent of Mongolia or Cambodia: the young 
artists coming out of MA programmes.”

To purchase featured artwork, please visit saatchiart.com or call 1.877.485.1199 37
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If you are in the market for placing bets then doing 
some extra research can definitely help you. For 
example, Saatchi Art artist Daniel Coves was selected 
for the 2013 BP Portrait Award, which is the most 
prestigious prize for portraiture, featuring “the most 
outstanding and innovative new portraits from around 
the world.” His work was exhibited at the National 
Portrait Gallery in London.

Net No 10, $7,000
Daniel Coves

They Took Away My Veil, $7,500
Nina Fowler

Another case where various elements can build into an 
artist attaining recognition and value is Nina Fowler 
who makes very large works inspired by film. Her prices 
are already increasing which is not surprising when 
you find out that she has a First Class fine art degree, 
was shortlisted for the Jerwood Drawing Prize and The 
Young Masters Prize, and her work is collected by Jude 
Law, Sharleen Spiteri and Caroline Issa.

Haengsel
Robert von Bangert

Robert von Bangert, who creates mid-century abstract 
paintings, studied fine art at the School of Visual Arts 
in New York City. He has since been a finalist in Saatchi 
Art’s Showdown Prize of Spring 2014, and his works 
have appeared on television shows including Mad Men. 
His prices are steadily increasing, as his paintings have 
sold within minutes of being listed for sale on Saatchi 
Art. Robert has a waitlist of international collectors 
eager to commission his works for their private 
collections.

Another rising star on Saatchi Art
is Hormazd Narielwalla, who uses 
bespoke Savile Row tailoring 
patterns, and their antiquarian and 
contemporary trade counterparts, to 
create artworks exploring the body in 
abstract form. His work can be found 
in numerous collections including the 
Courtauld Institute and the British 
Library, London. He has won the only 
International Rector’s Scholarship 
from the University of Arts London 
at London College of Fashion, and in 
2014 was the winner of Saatchi Art’s 
Showdown Prize.

Le Petit Echo de la Mode No.55, $2,230
Hormazd Narielwalla

Works by emerging artists have the potential to increase in value and lead to future gains, and they 
are also much more affordable than big-name artists and much easier to access. 

Buying art as an investment might not be important to you and you may never wish to sell the 
works you buy. The Vogels could have become millionaires if they’d sold some of the works in their 
collection but they never did. 

Even so, it’s an exciting thought to imagine that the work you are buying could be by a future art 
star – even the next Peter Doig – and that you got there first.
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http://www.saatchiart.com/account/artworks/147950
http://www.saatchiart.com/art/Painting-Net-no-10/147950/1638901/view
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Thank you for sharing our 
passion for emerging artists.

I hope you have enjoyed this mini tour around the world of art 
and feel a little wiser about buying works by emerging artists.

If you would like any further advice on buying art from Saatchi 
Art artists we run a free Art Advisory service where you can 
work one-on-one with a curator who will help you find the 
works you are looking for. To find out more about this service, 
please visit: saatchiart.com/artadvisory or contact my team at 
curator@saatchiart.com.

Thank you, and keep on looking!

Rebecca Wilson
Chief Curator and VP, Art Advisory, Saatchi Art

Martime Texture, $7,500
Christian Hetzel

To purchase featured artwork, please visit saatchiart.com or call 1.877.485.1199
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